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Now R. Eleazar was distressed at this, and he said, “Do they then 
abandon the statement of the law given anonymously [hence in the 
name of the sages in general] and favor the statement of the law made 
by an individual [hence a minority|?” 


Then a teaching turned up that R. Hiyya had taught the matter in the 
name of R. Meir. 


When he heard that R. Hiyya had taught it in the name of R. Meir, he 
said, “That is all right then. The elder [Yohanan] knows his lessons 
very well [for he realized that even though the pas sage was given 
without named authorities, in fact it represented the view of one 
named authority].” 


R. Mana raised the question before R. Yudan: “Did not R. Hezekiah, 
R. Abbahu in the name of R. Eleazar [state]: ‘In any case in which 
Rabbi presented the law as subject to dispute, and then afterward he 
presented it anonymously, the law follows the version given 
anonymously?” 


He said to him, “It is not Rabbi [who taught it without a named 
authority]. But here we have a different situation. If Rabbi presented a 
dispute and then he taught the matter anonymously, the law follows the 
version not bearing the name of an individual authority. But in a case 
in which Rabbi, for his part, did not repeat the tradition as a dispute, 
but others presented it as a dispute, and Rabbi taught the matter 
anonymously, is it not an argument a fortiori that the law should 
follow the view of the anonymous version of the law?” 


Came R. Hezekiah, R. Jacob bar Aha, R. Simeon bar Abba in the name 
of R. Eleazar: “And even if others taught the tradition as subject to 
dispute, while Rabbi taught it anonymously, the law accords with the 
version lacking a named authority.” 


[H] In that case, why did [Yohanan] teach the law as it was given in 
the name of a single individual [rather than in accord with the 
anonymous version]? 


[I] R. Samuel bar Jonah in the name of R. Aha: “That which you have 
said applies to a case in which there is no dispute alongside the 
anonymous version of the law. But if there is a dispute alongside 
the anonymous version of the law, in such a case the law does not 
follow the anonymous version of the law.” 


[VIHI:1 A] [As to M. 1:4G-I, giving gifts:] R. Yudan the Patriarch sent to R. 


Hoshaiah a piece of meat and a flask of wine. 


